
Katerina Gordeeva (b. 1977) is one of Rus-
sia’s most famous independent journalists. 
Until 2012, she worked as a TV reporter for  
the federal television channel NTV. During her 
time at NTV, she reported as from the front-
lines of Chechnya, Afghanistan, and Iraq as  
a war correspondent. She later resigned 
from the channel due to a disagreement with  
the channel’s programming agenda.

Katerina left Moscow out of protest in 2014, af-
ter Russia’s remorseless annexation of Crimea 
and seizure of part of Eastern Ukraine. In 2020, 
she created her own YouTube channel, which 
today has more than 1.65 million subscribers.

To make her documentary film Humans At War, 
Katerina Gordeeva travelled to dozens of refu-
gee shelters in both Europe and Russia. She col-
lected first-person accounts by interviewing of 
people with opposing views about their experi-
ences and how the war had drastically changed 
their lives. This three-hour testimonial film has 
been viewed by more than 3 million people.

In the summer of 2022, Gordeeva was named as 
one of the top 10 most influential independent 
journalists in Russia. She is a five-time winner 
of the Redcollegia Award, an independent prize 
that recognizes the work of journalists doing 
ground-breaking work despite government 
pressure. Gordeeva was awarded the Anna 
Politkovskaya International Journalism Prize 
in August in 2022, an award that truly honors 
her commitment to independent journalism. 
In September 2022, the Russian government 
named Gordeeva a “foreign agent,” a title that 
is often compared to the term “enemy of peo-
ple,” which was used in the Soviet Union during  
the Stalin era.

Katerina’s daily work continues to demonstrate 
her tremendous devotion to unbiased journal-
ism during these very challenging times.
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The author about the book:

“In the darkest of times, in the midst of it all, a journalist has one single task: to document everything that is happening. Eyewitnesses and 
their stories will be of value one day soon, so that new history books will not need to lie about what people saw with their eyes,” says Katerina  
Gordeeva, the only journalist in the world who has visited places inaccessible to the public eye, in Europe, Russia, and beyond, speaking with 
refugees living in temporary camps.
Katerina’s book captures 140 hours of interviews, tens of thousands of kilometers spent on the road, and, most importantly, immeasurable grief. 
In this book you will find twenty-four first-person stories that are both chilling narratives and impartial evidence offered by eyewitnesses.

“This world has enough provocations and fakes. It is time to slow down and simply listen to the voice of a human being.” — Gordeeva says.



Take My Grief Away is  
a book of reportage and inter-
views conducted and written by 
Katerina Gordeeva. Gordeeva, 
one of modern Russia’s most fa-
mous independent journalists, 
received the Anna Politkovskaya 
International Journalism Prize in 
August of 2022 and was named 
one of the top 10 most influential 
independent journalists in Russia 
by Romir Research Holding.

Katerina spent months shut-
tling between refugee centers in 
Russia and Europe, and visiting 
Ukraine. The result of her travels 
is Humans at War, a 3,5-hour 
documentary on her YouTube 
channel. It has been viewed by 
2,5 million viewers. Material that 
Gordeeva gathered while making 
the film but left out of the final 
cut was adapted for Take My  
Grief Away.

Katerina succeeds in collecting 
and telling the life stories and 
dramas of people who express 
diametrically opposed views. 
The book juxtaposes twenty-four 
unique stories: each story is a first-
person account of lives ruined in 
the most unthinkable ways.

The list of the stories’ heroes includes:

— Julia from Mariupol, a young woman joking that she can stick a magnet 
on the shrapnel in the back of her head.

— Marina from Mariupol, who told Katerina about cockroaches.

— Svetlana Petrenko, an eighty-four-year-old retiree who lost her mind 
after shellings and slipped back into her childhood, thinking it was 1942 
and fascists had occupied her native Avdiivka.

— Ruslan Miroshnichenko, a physical education teacher from Mariupol 
who dreamed of a demon shortly before their section in the apartment 
building collapsed.

— Stefania Cecchini, a farmer from Italy who sheltered three families from 
Mykolaiv at her home.

— Inna from Mariupol, who went out for a walk with her dog. While she 
was gone, one of Kadyrov’s tanks fired at her apartment, where her 
husband and other dog were. They died.

— Ilya, a guy missing a leg. He volunteered for the Security Service of 
Ukraine and was severely injured by a mine.

— Lyuba, a pregnant woman who couldn’t crouch down while under fire.

— Tamara Sergeevna, mother of a soldier who returned from captivity 
with his eyes poked out.

— Lena, a woman whose husband was killed by Russian soldiers, though 
she was saved by Russian soldiers.

— Kora, a dog who was saved in Bucha.
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Take My Grief Away contains raw and heartbreaking first-person accounts 
of harrowing war experiences, collected by Katerina Gordeeva, a prize-win-
ning independent journalist who was named “a foreign agent” by Russian 
state officials in autumn 2022. Gordeeva interviews people at refugee cent-
ers in Russia and Europe after February 24th, when the war in  
Ukraine began. Common grief unites these people who come from  
different backgrounds and whose views are often diametrically opposed. 
These stories, will transform what you know about this ongoing war.  
These voices need to be heard.
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Translation rights sold
World English Ebury/Penguin Random House  
(pre-empt)
German Droemer Knaur (pre-empt)
Dutch Murrow/Overamstel Uitgevers (pre-empt)
Czech Maraton (auction)
Italian 21Lettere
Hungarian Helikon
Swedish Celander
Estonian Sinisukk
Latvian Zvaigzne
Finnish Minerva
Polish Sonia Draga
Japanese Hakusuisha Publishing

Full German and English translations available

…Gordeeva has no archaic dilemmas about sticking to professional standards or intervening in a life. The storylines and people …Gordeeva has no archaic dilemmas about sticking to professional standards or intervening in a life. The storylines and people 
collected in this book are staggering. Tragedies, the journey of the Ukrainian people from incomprehension to fury, through rage…  collected in this book are staggering. Tragedies, the journey of the Ukrainian people from incomprehension to fury, through rage…  

A wound that is now permanent.A wound that is now permanent. 
— Dmitry Muratov, chief editor of Novaya Gazeta, Nobel Prize winner
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